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provides extraordinary service to the Bar As-
sociation, the legal profession and the general
community.

Bill Robinson has been a dedicated member
of the CBA for more than thirty years. He
served as President of the Kentucky Bar As-
sociation; founding Chair of the Kentucky
IOLTA Fund; President of the Kentucky Bar
Foundation; and Co-Founder and President of
the Salmon P. Chase College of Law Amer-
ican Inn of Court.

At the national level, Bill's service is unpar-
alleled. He is currently Chair of the Finance
Committee and Member of the Executive
Committee of the Board of Governors of the
American Bar Association (ABA). He has also
served as State Delegate to the ABA Nomi-
nating Committee; President of the National
Caucus of State Bar Associations; Member of
the Executive Committee of the National Con-
ference of Bar Presidents; and Chairman of
the ABA's Standing Committee on Bar Activi-
ties and Services and the ABA's Standing
Committee on Substance Abuse. He is an in-
vited Fellow of the International Society of
Barristers; a Fellow of the American Academy
of Appellate Lawyers; and a Sustaining Mem-
ber of the American Bar Foundation.

Bill has been critically involved in our re-
gion’'s growth and economic development.
Currently, he serves as Vice Chair of the
Board of Directors of the Cincinnati/Northern
Kentucky International Airport and Chair of its
Finance Committee. He co-founded the Metro-
politan Growth Alliance of Greater Cincinnati,
and serves as Vice Chair for Economic Devel-
opment for the Greater Cincinnati Chamber of
Commerce, Chair of the Partnership for Great-
er Cincinnati, and a Founding Board Member
and Secretary/Treasurer of the Tri-County
Economic Development Commission.

Bil's community involvement also includes
service as Board Member, Treasurer, Co-
Chair and Board Member Emeritus of the Na-
tional Conference of Community and Justice;
Advisory Trustee of the National Underground
Railroad Freedom Center; and board member-
ships for the Cincinnati Institute of Fine Arts;
the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra; the Dan
Beard Council of the Boy Scouts; and Mount
St. Joseph College.

His previous awards are impressive: the
Cincinnati Jewish Committee’s Judge Learned
Hand Human Relations Award; the Greater
Cincinnati Foundation’s Jacob E. Davis Volun-
teer Leadership Award; and the Governor's
Economic Development Award for Kentucky.

Bill is Member-In-Charge of the Greater Cin-
cinnati offices of Greenebaum Doll & McDon-
ald PLLC. He and his wife, Joan, have two
sons and one granddaughter.

All of us in Cincinnati thank Bill for his ex-
tensive service to our area, and congratulate
him on receiving the CBA’s prestigious Themis
Award.
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Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
share with my colleagues this provocative
piece by Steven Emerson from the Wall Street
Journal on Friday, April 18, 2003.

THE TERROR MASTERS
(By Steven Emerson)

Eighteen years after the execution of
American Leon Klinghoffer on the Italian
cruise liner Achille Lauro, the U.S. has dem-
onstrated by the capture of Abu Abbas that
it will not wipe the slate clean on inter-
national terrorism. For years, however, dip-
lomatic niceties and misplaced State Depart-
ment priorities subverted this principle, ena-
bling purveyors of terrorism to literally get
away with murder. The war of liberation in
Irag now provides the U.S. with an oppor-
tunity to ensure that those Arab leaders and
regimes who have carried out or threatened
attacks against this country and its citizens
are subject to American justice.

Because of its conspicuously brazen sup-
port for Saddam Hussein in transferring
military supplies to Baghdad and providing
sanctuary to Iraqi Baathists, and in encour-
aging Arab fighters to go to Iraq to Kkill
Americans, Syria’s role in supporting ter-
rorism and threatening American interests
has finally come into focus. That it took ac-
tual complicity in the Kkilling of American
soldiers in Iraqg for us to finally confront Da-
mascus is a measure of how successful Syria
was in deceiving the world, with the conniv-
ance of even the U.S. All one has to do is
read the State Department’s annual reports
on international terrorism which have stated
with mantra-like repetition, that Syria has
not been involved in “international ter-
rorism’’ since 1986.

Given the fact that the Israeli borders with
Syria and Lebanon are international borders,
I have always failed to see how the State De-
partment could portray Damascus in this
light given its direct support, training, sup-
plies and sanctuary extended to Hamas, Is-
lamic Jihad and Hezbollah, to name just a
few of the groups that serve as de facto mem-
bers of the Syrian foreign service. Since 1988,
more than 1200 Israelis and some 30 Ameri-
cans have been killed in Israel, the West
Bank and Gaza by groups headquartered in,
or sponsored by, Damascus. Recently, the
U.S. indicted the head of Islamic Jihad,
Ramaddan Abdullah Shallah, on charges in-
cluding murder. Shallah continues to receive
sanctuary in Damascus, where he routinely
issues threats against the U.S.

After Sept. 11, Syria pretended to be help-
ing the U.S. in the war on al Qaeda, as evi-
denced by Damascus’ arrest of a senior sus-
pected al Qaeda operative. The State Depart-
ment even issued a statement lauding Syr-
ia’s role in the fight against al Qaeda. But
the reality was different. Testimonies, court
records and wiretaps introduced in Italian
trials of Al Qaeda and other militant Islamic
leaders show that Syria has been working
hand-in-hand with Islamic extremists in Eu-
rope for years, providing transit, sanctuary
and training for al Qaeda terrorists traveling
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between Irag and the Arab world. An eye-
opening expose, by Sebastian Rotella in this
week’s Los Angeles Times, shows in incred-
ible detail how Syria served as a hub for al
Qaeda terrorists shuttling between Iraq,
Syria and Europe. U.S. officials believe that
at least one of the primary 9/11 plotters
spent extensive time in Syria and that Syr-
ian front-companies in Europe worked inti-
mately with al Qaeda.

According to U.S. intelligence, conspira-
tors in the 1996 bombing of the Khobar Tow-
ers in Saudi Arabia that Killed 19 American
servicemen met repeatedly in Syria to plan
the terrorist operation—meetings that could
not have taken place without the knowledge
of the Syrian regime. Syria’s role in attack-
ing Americans goes way back. In 1983,
Syria—together  with Iran and the
Hezbollah—coordinated the bombing of the
Marine barracks in Beirut, killing 241 Ma-
rines.

The capture of Palestinian terrorist leader
Abu Abbas has provoked demands from the
Palestine Authority that he be immediately
released and claiming that the slate had
been wiped clean by the Oslo Accords. Under
the PA’s reasoning, compliance with treaties
need only be one-way since both Abbas and
the PA brazenly violated the terms of Oslo
by continuing to carry out terrorist attacks.

Since October 2000, Abbas’s group, the Pal-
estine Liberation Front, has transferred mil-
lions of dollars to the families of Palestinian
suicide bombers. Abbas has dispatched ter-
rorists trained in his lIrag-based training
camps to the West Bank to carry out major
attacks on Ben Gurion airport, poison
Israel’s water supply and attack schools and
other civilian targets.

The Palestinian Authority’s defense of
Abbas is not just symbolic; it's self-pro-
tecting. If Abbas goes down, so could Yasser
Arafat. If Abbas is prosecuted for Achille
Lauro, or for the funding given to the fami-
lies of suicide bombers (some of whose vic-
tims included Americans in lIsrael), Arafat’s
complicity in these terrorist plots would al-
most certainly be exposed. And if a true ac-
counting were to be made, the role of the
Tanzim and the al Agsa Brigades—terrorist
groups directly sponsored by Arafat—would
show that roles in the Kkilling of hundreds of
Israelis and at least 15 Americans in the past
30 months. As for the mass murder carried
out by Hamas and Islamic Jihad, the PA
today continues to protect the killers and
masterminds.

The duplicitous role of Saudi Arabia in ex-
tending support to al Qaeda, Hamas and
other terrorist groups also needs to be fully
exposed. In the buildup to the war, Saudi
Arabia demonstrated where it really stood
on al Qaeda by releasing Sheikh Saeed bin
Zuair, a military Islamic cleric whose re-
lease had been demanded by Osama bin
Laden in a tape distributed last year. (The
other person whose release was demanded by
bin Laden was Sheik Omar Abdul Rahman,
convicted for his role in the WTC related
conspiracies in 1993.)

In unprecedented ways, the war of libera-
tion of Irag has provided a unique oppor-
tunity to see exactly where Arab nations and
Islamic leaders have stood on the issue of
international terrorism. If anything, the war
has enabled Americans to see an unvarnished
reality of true attitudes toward the U.S.
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